AIMS 

The Aims of all subjects in the Middle Years Programme of the IBO state in a general way that which the teacher may expect to teach or do, and what the student may expect to experience or learn, in addition to the ways in which the student may expect to be changed by the learning experience. 

The aims of any Language A programme should be to encourage the student to: 

· use the language with enjoyment as a vehicle for thought, creativity, learning and self-expression 

· respond appropriately to a variety of texts 

· gain a deeper understanding of human nature and thus of oneself and others; 

· develop a critical approach to literature 

· develop the sense of a new humanism by exploring the interdependence of human beings and their environment in this technological age 

· comprehend more clearly aspects of one's own culture and those of other people's cultures 

· encourage a wide reading for enjoyment

OBJECTIVES 

The Objectives of any subject in the Middle Years Programme of the IBO state in a specific way the targets set for the course, defining what the learner will be able to do, or do better as a result of following the course. The objectives can be seen as falling into four categories: memory, attitude, understanding, and doing. 

· Memory - the facts that the student needs to be able to recall for competence in the subject 

· Attitude - how the student is changed by the learning experience 

· Understanding - how the student will be able to better interpret or predict aspects of the subject 

· Doing - how the student will be able to apply what he/she has learnt in new or novel situations. 

Objectives provided by the IBO for subjects in the MYP are defined as 'terminal' or 'overall' objectives. Whilst teachers may find it useful to develop their own interim objectives, it is the terminal objectives provided by the IBO that form the basis for the IBO assessment criteria to be used by teachers for the internal assessment of the students. 

Teaching Objectives 
Language - the instrumental and coordinating function

The objectives of language teaching are closely linked to the 'Approaches to Learning' programme. The four interactive elements of language - LISTENING, SPEAKING, READING, WRITING - should enable the students to:

	L/
	S/
	R/
	W/
	 

	X
	 
	X
	 
	acquire an adequate vocabulary with clear and precise terms

	 
	X
	 
	X
	produce coherent (written and oral) text

	 
	 
	 
	X
	recognise elements of language as a tool for appropriate writing

	X
	 
	X
	 
	detect and recognise the style and range of the language depending upon the social and cultural context in which it is used

	 
	X
	 
	X
	express themselves clearly to different audiences

	X
	 
	X
	 
	understand connotations within a language so as to interpret correctly the speaker's intentions

	X
	 
	X
	 
	distinguish the main ideas in a text from the secondary and less important ideas

	X
	X
	X
	X
	detect and present pertinent and convincing arguments

	X
	X
	X
	X
	differentiate between opinions, intentions and facts and apply these skills in all areas

	 
	X
	 
	X
	develop the ability to present information in a logical and concise way (by applying such principles as structure, sequence, cause and effect, chronological order)


Skills should be developed using modern technology where appropriate and available, for example: 

· to support subject skills (e.g. editing, self-correction) 

· to familiarize students with alternative media of communication 

· to provide self-access programmes 

Literature - the humanistic function
The study of literature is essential in developing a student's critical ability and knowledge of self and others, and the culture of the Language A and other cultures. The teacher's objective should therefore be to develop the following skills in the students: 

· the ability to use text as an example and an inspiration for their own creative work 

· familiarity with the various literary genres and forms 

· the ability to analyse a literary work from the point of view of theme, plot, characterisation 

· structure and style and the effects created on the reader by their use 

· the ability to make an independent personal response to the literature studied 

Learning Objectives 
At the end of the five-year Middle Years Language A Programme students will be expected to: 

· demonstrate awareness of the function of the Language A in relation to the Areas of Interaction and Approaches to Learning 

· demonstrate the ability to express ideas with clarity and coherence in both oral and written communication 

· demonstrate awareness of the need for an effective choice of register in both written and oral communication 

· demonstrate the ability to comment on the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and unfamiliar pieces of writing 

· demonstrate the ability to structure ideas and arguments, both orally and in writing, in a sustained and logical fashion, and to support them with relevant examples 

· demonstrate the ability to use language to describe, analyse, explain, narrate, argue, convince, persuade, inform, entertain, express feelings 

· demonstrate a critical awareness of differing media of communication 

· demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the works studied 

· demonstrate some awareness of the effects of styles and techniques employed by authors 

· express a personal response to literature and demonstrate the ability to approach works in an independent fashion

Teachers will be provided with assessment criteria by which they can assess the student's level of achievement in the learning objectives outlined above.

